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1 Report on benefits for the people of Western Sahara and public consultation on extending tariff preferences to 
products from Western Sahara, European Commission, June 15, 2018. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52018SC0346R%2801%29  
2 Mission report following the visit to Western Sahara on 3 and 4 September 2018, Committee on International 
Trade. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/INTA/CR/2018/10-
10/1163925EN.pdf  
3 These two legal frameworks are not mutually exclusive. As Melchior Wathelet, Advocate General at the European 
Court of Justice, observed in his 2018 opinion on the fisheries agreements with Morocco, “certain situations may 
come exclusively within international humanitarian law; or exclusively within the law applicable to the exploitation 
of the natural resources of non-self-governing territories; while other situations may come at the same time within 
both of those branches of international law.” – Paragraph 267, Opinion of the Advocate General on Case C‑266/16, 
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January 10, 2018. 
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=198362&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req
&dir=&occ=first&part=1  
4 This view is corroborated by Paragraph 268 of the Advocate General’s opinion referred to in the previous note: 
“the principle of permanent sovereignty over natural resources and Article 55 of the 1907 Hague Regulations 
converge on one point, namely that the exploitation of the natural resources of Western Sahara (as a non-self-
governing territory and an occupied territory) cannot be carried out for the economic benefit of the Kingdom of 
Morocco (other than the costs of occupation in so far as Western Sahara may reasonably provide for them) but 
must be carried out for the benefit of the people of Western Sahara.” 
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